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Moonlight has properties
unmatched by the sun

Some of the best times I’ve
spent taking pictures have
been well after the sun had
gone down

By Rick Bassett




For 3 nights, every 28 days, something magical happens. 3 nights of bright clean light, creating the best
contrasting shadows you’ll ever get photographing nature’s majestic scenery. A full moon can provide
light not available during the day. Without the diffused light of the daytime sky, a potential for great,
contrast becomes reality.

If you think that this is a practice best left to ylm, think again. Sure there are a few caveats to night
shooting with digital, but there are some simple tricks | will go over later to help overcome these annoy-
ances.
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I live in one of the most beautiful
areas in the world. Utah. This state
has a vast diversity of landscapes from
which to take photographic advantage.
The lush, green forests of the Uintahs,
in the Rocky Mountain zone. Here you
can ynd a variety of subjects from an-
gry granite mountains, still mirror-like
lakes, to quiet grassy meadows with
beautiful mountain backdrops. The dry,
colorful pallet of the Colorado Plateau
zone, where you can feel like you are
on another planet. In this zone you will
ynd everything from pink sand dunes
to great red rock arches. The lack of
rainfall gives photographers, pora and
fauna of a different nature. The most
underrated of the bunch, the Basin and
Range zone. In this zone are some of

the most interesting man-made structures, long abandoned by humans. Ghost towns and dry lakebeds dot this
zone. Among these three physiographic provinces, a plethora of moonlit opportunities exist.

My main focus has been in the Colorado Plateau region of Utah. In this article | have examples from Arches
National park, Goblin Valley State Park, and The San Rafael river valley.

San Rafael River Valley and Goblin Valley are found in the San Rafael Swell. This is a wide plateau crossed
by two deep river systems and surrounded by a ring of swollen strata. The rivers, the San Rafael River, and
the Green River have cut their way through this uplift leaving behind buttes, mesas, and other rock forma-
tions labeled by the Native
Americans from this region
as “Hoodoos”.
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